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RDF (Resource Description Framework) is a data model for making statements about items in the form of
subject-predicate-object expressions, known as !"#$%&These items, or resources, are identified using URIs
(Universal Resource Identifiers). RDF is the basis for describing data for the Semantic Web.
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A relational database organizes records into rows and columns. Rows uniquely identify each record;

columns identify properties that are descriptive of that record; and cells contain values for those properties
for that record. With these three pieces of data, any value for any property for any item can be identified.
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Similarly, every statement in RDF follows this three-part form. The first part is the subject, and is always
identified with a URIL. The second part is the predicate, which is also always identified with a URI. The final
part is the object, which can either be a URI or a literal value.
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Because each RDF statement is built from resources identified with URIs, RDF can use the existing
infrastructure of the WWW to distribute data across the Internet. In the same way that anyone can create
an HTML page and put human-readable data on the WWW, anyone can create RDF and put computer-usable
data on the GGG (Giant Global Graph). The Web becomes a Graph, a global, computable database that
anyone can add to.
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